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Introduction
The purpose of this paper is to keep you informed and up to date on Policing activity in Colchester. The ambition is to publish
a briefing every month to provide an overview in the following areas:
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•
•
•
•
•

Community Policing Team
Local Policing Team
Crime trends of note
Prevention Messages
Forthcoming Engagement

The Community Policing Team encompasses the Town Centre Proactive team. The teams undertake pro-active and reactive
policing tasks covering engagement, crime prevention, crime disruption, and safeguarding of vulnerable people. The teams
have embedded specialist officers covering Missing Persons, and Children’s and Young Person officers, these officers work with
partners in education and social care to protect vulnerable people from harm.
The Local Policing Team respond to calls for assistance from members of the public, undertake pro-active overt patrols and
focus, however, their main role is reactive policing.
Colchester is supported by a Criminal Investigation Department, A Domestic Abuse Investigation Team, and we also house
members from our Crime & Public Protection Command. These Detectives work to investigate the more serious crimes that
occur in the North of the County, to provide safeguarding to the victims and to bring to justice the perpetrators. This newsletter
will focus on our uniform elements and the work they undertake in the Borough.
Our priorities in Colchester in partnership with the Community Safety Partnership mirror the Force Plan for 2020/21
To investigate and tackle:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To support and protect:
•
•
•

Violence in all its forms
Online crime
Anti-social behaviour
Gangs and organised crime
Safety/crime on the roads
Domestic abuse
Burglary

Children and vulnerable people
Victims of crime
Visibility in communities

Policing in Colchester has a very clear focus on:
Violence – disrupting those who commit serious organised crime and to dismantle the supply of controlled drugs in
the District. We will target those who carry knives and commit violence ensuring Colchester remains a safe place for
all.
Vulnerability – we will ensure we engage with our communities to understand their needs and deliver policing to
safeguard those who are vulnerable in our community.
Victims – we will provide victims with a first-class service.
Visibility – we will be visible in our communities to provide reassurance and reduce the fear of crime.
The information contained within this report is to inform Members of Parliament, Councillors, and members of the
One Colchester Strategic Group. Requests to use any data or information for further distribution must be referred
back to the document author for permission.

_________________________________________________________________________
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Chief Inspector Huddleston’s Monthly Message
For July a big focus was on the re-opening of licensed premises, we worked
closely with partners, including our SOS Bus, Street Pastors, NHS, Licensing, and
the licensees to ensure we had a safe environment for our businesses to re-open,
and for you to enjoy a night out. For the first night opening we had in place an
operation with a number of additional officers to keep Colchester safe, and bar
one incident had a peaceful first night.
We have seen a sharp rise in the number of speeding complaints and anti-social
use of motor vehicle. Our Community Policing Team have been out targeting
those areas you are highlighting, and I encourage you to keep reporting your
concerns. We are receiving additional support from our Roads Policing Unit and
Rural Engagement Team giving additional officers into the area you have given
us.
As we see people venturing out after lockdown we are reminding you all around
your security, for your home, your car, and your personal possessions.
Fraudsters have tried to exploit COVID so remember Police will never ask you to
disclose your pin number, nor ask you to move your money.
We are currently working with partners in Education planning for a return to
school. Our Children’s and Young People Officer are working with schools to
keep our children safe and we would encourage our young people to access the
online resources such as those by CEOP, and NSPCC which give lots of positive
information.
I wanted to highlight the bravery of one of our PC who jumped into freezing cold
water to save a young swimmer in difficulties. PC Aleta didn’t hesitate and
ensured he saved a teenager from drowning.
Enjoy your summer holidays, we will still be here looking after you all and
keeping Colchester safe.

Stay Safe and Take Care

Chief Inspector Rob Huddleston
District Commander – Colchester
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Community Policing Team
Community Concerns
Concerns were Raised around
Speeding and Anti-social driving
in Berechurch Hall Road Area.
The team Performed High
Visibility Patrols and Speed
checks in the area.

Officers on duty in Castle Park
came across a group of teenagers
that had jumped into the river at
Middle Mill to cool down. One of
the teenagers got into difficulty
and was struggling as they
couldn't swim.

Project Servator has been deployed around Colchester this
month. Essex Police use Project Servator to Deter, detect
and Disrupt a wide range of Criminal Activity. Our
Deployments are Unpredictable, Intelligence Led and Highly
Visible. They involve specially trained officers not only in
uniform but also in plain clothes.

#

PC Aleta took immediate action
and jumped into the river to save
the teenager from drowning and
got him out safely. Medical
attention was given to the Youth
along with stern words of Advice.

Contact the team directly by email :
colchestercommunitypolicingteam@essex.police.uk
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Local Policing Team
Colchester’s Local Policing teams are responsible for
keeping you safe 24 hours a day, 7 Days a week. They

Respond to a wide range of 999 incidents across
Colchester and deal with other incidents which are
reported online and via 101. Colchester LPT officers
are assigned to over 100 incidents every day.

‘I work on the Colchester Local Policing team, between the 5
shifts we keep you safe 24/7. I have been working on Colchester
LPT for 2 years, it’s a fast-exciting team to be on. We deal with a
wide variety of incidents and it can be very rewarding.’ Pc James
Brett

Proactive Policing
Between attending
appointments and 999 calls, LPT
officers have been proactively
patrolling areas of Colchester.
This often results in arrests for
drink or drug driving and seizing
illegal or stolen vehicles to keep
them off the roads.
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Visibility Determination
The Team has been busy across Colchester district this month.
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Children and Young Person Officers
Children and Young
Person Officers

Colchester Children and Young Person Officers (CYPO’s) are
responsible for various areas of work. Their Key remit is to engage
with at risk young people.
They work to communicate with and build up trust with Young people
who have been identified as, or are suspected to be, the victims of, or
who are involved in, child sexual exploitation or gangs, as well as
those who are following a trait of anti-social behaviour which may
lead them into serious criminality.
They also work with partner agencies to help protect and safeguard
vulnerable young people within our communities.

Pc Barry Clough

The CYPO’s have numerous work strands one of which is working
closely with Children’s homes and semi-independent living
accommodation where they will engage with staff and residents;
Gaining knowledge and intelligence on the running of the placement
and any behaviours / activities of residents. They will liaise with Local
Authorities and Ofsted. They are also responsible for the Investigation
of all crimes that occur at children's home that do not require CID.

Pc Kelly Metcalfe

“In April of this year I joined the Colchester
Children and Young Person’s team in
Colchester. What I really enjoy about the role is
that it allows me to work with children and young
people and look at ways to prevent negative
behaviour as well as safeguarding solutions. The
Pc Paul Razor

role also includes identifying and resolving issues
involving young people within the community who
are at risk. “Pc Paul Razor

PC Michael Barrett
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Venturing Out After Lockdown
As the Covid19 restrictions are eased and we cautiously emerge from the security of our homes whilst not
wishing to alarm we do need to remember to secure our property once again. Whether we are just going to
the shops, going out for the day or perhaps taking that well deserved break makes sure your home is secure
and it looks like you are still there.
Just a few tips to remind you:
•

Ensure that windows, doors, outbuildings and gates are closed and locked correctly, make sure all
tools are put away too. Remember with PVCu and similar doors – when locking Lift, the handle, turn
and remove the key. If you have a night latch and a mortice lock, ensure that you lock both not just
the night latch.

•

No keys outside in hidey holes please, the thief will find them no matter how well you think they are
hidden.

•

Create the illusion of occupancy: A radio on, a chair that looks like you have just got up, book or
magazine open with a pair of spectacles and a mug next to it, a vacuum cleaner with the lead
trailing out of sight (not plugged in), the usual signs of habitation and don’t leave it too tidy.

•

Consider a doorbell that you can answer remotely on your smartphone. A lot of these you can add
further CCTV cameras that you listen and speak through too.

•

Use automatic timer-switches to turn your lights on when it gets dark, also consider a “Fake TV” unit
discretely hidden from view.

•

If you have an intruder alarm, make sure that you set it before leaving and ensure that your
neighbours know who the keyholders are.

•

Keys to other cars; put them away and in a “faraday bag” if you have a keyless car.

If you are away for a longer period:
•

Curtains open or curtains closed? – The worse thing is half open half closed, day or night the thief
will know you are out. I go by the principle that some people do not close all curtains at night, but
most are open during the day especially in those “lived in” rooms. So as long as you have evidence
visible that looks like you are in the house somewhere then it makes sense to leave them open.

•

Cancel any newspaper or milk deliveries, delay ordering online purchases before you go away or
have them delivered to friends or family that are at home to hold until you return.

•

Use the Royal Mail's 'Keepsafe' service - they keep your mail for up to 2 months while you're away.
Mail sitting on your doorstep is a sign that you are away.

•

Trusted neighbours may be able to help you by collecting your post, opening and closing curtains and
they could park their car on your driveway.

•

Avoid discussing holiday plans on public social networking sites, watch what you are posting
including photographs (they may be date stamped) while you are away too, or you may find you are
giving useful information that the burglar or fraudster may use.
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•
Further advice can be found at www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/ or www.securedbydesign.com/
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