Hello! And welcome to Issue 5. In this issue we look at the new Fuel Action campaign and interview a member of the Business
Crime Unit

A person who, knowing that payment on the spot for any goods
supplied or service done is required or expected from him,
dishonestly makes off without having paid as required or
expected and with intent to avoid payment of the amount due
shall be guilty of an offence.

Fuel Action
Fuel forecourts across Essex find themselves victim to offenders filling
their vehicles with fuel and then driving away without making an
attempt to pay. A high percentage of these offenders are involved in
other offences and it is vital we work with businesses to prevent
offences and bring offenders to justice.
Through crime analysis and reported offences, we have identified the
most vulnerable locations and we are working closely with these
forecourts to try to prevent offences by deploying a number of different
tactics ranging from posters, banners and informative pump stickers,
to additional patrols and the introduction of reporting and guidance
packs.
The guidance packs are designed to inform victims of policing and
prosecution procedures so victims have an understanding of how
investigations are progressed
and what elements are
required for a successful
prosecution. It will also aid
transparency in the service.
The campaign launched on 8th
September and we are visiting
the identified forecourts to
work closely with them, give
crime prevention advise and
reassurance.

Business Crime Unit: So what do you do? - How can businesses prevent crime? An Interview with PC Michael Lee

Q. Tell us about the Business Crime Unit and what you do?
The purpose of the Business Crime Unit is to prevent crime against business, improve crime prevention and strengthen
partnership working through a number of objectives:

·

Establish and develop a network of businesses and business groups to act as a conduit for Essex Police to communicate
and engage with the business community

·

Identify and share best practice on crime prevention with businesses

·

Support Local and Community Policing teams to deliver effective Business crime policing

·

Reduce Making off without payments across Essex in respect of fuel

·

Reduce violence towards business employees

It’s important for us to establish excellent working relationships with the business communities and to spend time explaining
police and prosecution practices, listen to issues that affect businesses and encourage victims of crime to come forward and
record details so we have a better knowledge of their concerns.
Since our creation in February we have implemented a number of initiatives to tackle repeat offending, shop lifting, fuel theft and
making off without payment. We are implementing and supporting Business Crime Reduction Partnerships in town centres
identified as suffering from long term crime. We are identifying and working with private companies who could benefit from
having police community accreditation powers and standardising police practices with regards to investigations. We are looking
at ways to make reporting easier and to improve working relationships in order to keep staff and the public safe.
Q. Who else is in the Business Crime Unit?
The team is made up of 4 people, one Sergeant, two PCs and an experienced analyst to supply us with data so we know where
our time will be best spent and which areas we need to focus on. Between the police officers we have over 50 years of policing
experience, dealing with long term community issues, problem solving and partnership working.
Q. How can the business crime Unit help businesses; specifically our members?
It is our goal to ensure that businesses in Essex know who to contact if they require crime prevention advice or support on
policing, procedure and investigations. We make sure best practice is achieved regarding investigations into offences against
businesses, that we look at repeat offences and offenders and how to support victims. We are also looking at long term
problems and working with our new partners to prevent crime.
Q. What would you like from businesses?
Reporting and intelligence. We are aware that some business communities might have lost faith in the police service, but we
must stress the importance of reporting incidents when they occur so we have a chance to investigate. Police are evidence
gatherers and we put the best case forward to the crown prosecution service and courts for them to be able to make a
conviction. Without information from the community, we will not know about areas of concern and then won’t be able to act.
Through Katie, our analyst, we inform the local policing teams of where the crime hotspots are and who is causing the most
offending
We have been working on guidance documents for businesses that explain policing processes with the aim of making it easier for
businesses to report crime and providing clearly expectations of what the police are able to do when investigating their incident

-

-

-

Criminal Behaviour Orders
Over the last month we have been working closely with a community policing team to secure a Criminal Behaviour Order against a
prolific repeat offender in the Tendring district.
The offender had been committing shoplifting offences for many years with a string of convictions on his record. He appeared
before Colchester Magistrates court and in our presence was given an order which he must adhere to for 3 years.
The idea around Criminal Behaviour Orders isn’t just to restrict the movements of an offender but more importantly it is also to
protect victims of crime. Any breach of a condition on the order is an arrestable offence for which we can take action.

Each month we will bring you the latest on work we are conducting throughout the county, our
projects and innovative ways of tackling offences and on-going concerns that effect business.

If we can offer any advice or reassurance, please contact us at

